THE   QUEST   FOR   A   NEW   BASIS
Norwich, then the second city of England, had 2,500 deaths, and
many other towns suffered likewise.
Meanwhile, London was purified by the Great Fire, and thus
ended the plague which had killed more than a fifth of the in-
habitants. Apart from slight sporadic outbreaks, Britain has
never again been visited by plague.
The King's Evil and the Royal Touch
The seventeenth century was not marked by any great
advance in surgery. Germany produced such men as Fabry
of Hilden, whom we have mentioned, and JOHANN SCULTETUS
of Ulm (1595-1645), whose Armamentarium Chirurgium contains
illustrations of many instruments of his devising. GOTTFRIED
PURMANN (1649-1711) was a German army surgeon whose
writings were highly esteemed. In France, there was PIERRE
DIONIS (d. 1718) of Paris, who gave courses of operative surgery
on the cadaver, publishing a textbook with illustrations of the
instruments required for each operation.
England was represented by one who accomplished for British
surgery a work similar to that achieved by Thomas Sydenham
for British medicine. The name of RICHARD WISEMAN (1622-76),l
the " Father of English Surgery,5' is worthy to stand beside that
of Sydenham, although they served on opposite sides during the
Civil War, Wiseman as Cavalier, and Sydenham as Roundhead.
The military career of Wiseman need not detain us long, and
indeed we have scant knowledge of his adventurous life. For a
time he was a surgeon in the Dutch Navy. Then he served with
the army of Charles I until the final defeat by Cromwell at
Worcester in 1651. Next came a period of service with the Spanish
Navy. After the Restoration Wiseman returned to London, and
was appointed Surgeon to Charles II, a post which he faithfully
occupied until his death sixteen years later. Wiseman made
excellent use of the years of experience in naval and military
surgery. His book, modestly entitled Severall Ckirurgicall Treatises,
published in the year of his death, was the greatest work on
surgery in England which had appeared up to that time, and it
helped to raise the status of the surgeon, which had previously
been altogether subservient to that of the physician.
1 G. Parker, The Early History of Surgery in Great Britain, 1920, p. 113 ; Sir T, Long-
more, Richard Wiseman, a Biographical Study, 1891
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